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UM’S NEW GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ETHICS A NATIONAL FIRST 
MISSOULA—
The Practical Ethics Center at The University of Montana-Missoula has received a 
green light to offer the nation’s first graduate program in teaching ethics.
The state Board of Regents approved the Master of Arts in Philosophy with a Teaching 
Ethics Option at its November meeting in Missoula. The board also approved a companion 
program, Advanced Graduate Studies in Teaching Ethics. Both programs will provide 
philosophical foundations, curriculum development and teaching practice designed to meet the 
needs of individual candidates.
The master’s degree program is geared for ethics officers in corporate settings, medical 
centers, governmental agencies and tribal councils. It also will provide credentials to 
candidates who wish to teach ethics in secondary and post-secondary school settings.
The advanced graduate studies program does not award a formal degree and is designed 
for professionals who don’t require one. It certifies that someone already accomplished in a 
primary field has demonstrated competency in teaching ethics.
While many of the courses can be completed in the summer and evenings during the 
year, both programs are structured for completion within one calendar year, mid-August
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through mid-July.
The U.S. Department of Education provided funding to develop the programs. Pilot 
testing has attracted inquiries from around the world and more than a dozen qualified 
applicants.
For more information, call the Practical Ethics Center at (406) 243-5744 or send e-mail 
to ethics@selway.umt.edu.
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